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Johnny W. Collett is deputy director at the University of Kentucky’s Human
Development Institute (HDI). Before joining HDI, Collett served as Assistant United
States Education Secretary for the Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative
Services. Prior to that, Collett served as program director for special education
outcomes at the Council of Chief State School Officers. He has also served in senior
leadership roles at the Kentucky Department of Education, and as a high school
special education teacher.

From his role as a classroom teacher, to state special education director, to the
United States’ highest-ranking official for special education and rehabilitative
services, Collett has demonstrated an unwavering commitment to raising
expectations and improving outcomes for people with disabilities. Added to that is
his career-long commitment to meaningful and effective collaboration with diverse
stakeholders - whether students, parents, educators, business leaders, disability
advocates, governors, state legislators, or members of Congress.

Collett’s extensive portfolio of leadership experience, including implementation of
state and Federal laws and policies and numerous systems change efforts, provide
him with a unique perspective on matters related to improving educational,
employment, and other life outcomes of people with disabilities.
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If you are interested in engaging in one of the four committees or learning
about specific work groups, please contact KWIB.Projects@ky.gov

Committees: (1) Employer Engagement (2) Education Attainment (3) Workforce Participation (4) Resource Alignment
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